Dear Sliane, 6/l/i^0-begin:iing 

I*ve read a few pages of your liigh school final report and skiiaiaed to see v/liat 
you have for illustrations and notes. It is igpressive, quite irapressive. But around 
here it would be due now and I don*t know how rapidly I can finish reading it. I know I 
won*t have time for writing you in as much detail as I could. So what I decided to do 
is use a highlighter to call your attention to wluit attracted ray attention imd I*li soi.ie- 
times have a few notes or comments. 

I*m beginning to v/rite you now \Mle ^ have a few moments because I do forget more 
than I once did and because we are liaving working and social company for a fev/ days. 

What I plan is to substitute your paper for my reading when I have ray daily walk- 
ing therapy. I don’t recall wliother or not I told you but I’m now 77 and K’m usrviving 
a number of ilnesses and suegeries. I begin each day ./ith v/alking therapy at a nearby 
mall. I can talce only about 50U stops before I must rest. Tliat is when I read, wliile I 
rest. I begin early in the morning. I hope tliat betv/een the breaking day and the auto 
light I'll be able to see well enough before the mall lots us v/allcors in. And that there 
will not be much talk v/hen I rest inside the mall. 

Tliis is not the best way to prepare a critical analysis but it is the best tliat is 
now possible for me. There are .any other things on which must sjiend time. 

I*m impressed by your writing and by the cunount you've been able to get an^absorb 
while you do your other shhool work. 

Poi7haps I missed them but I did not see your notes. I wanted to check one of the 
first becaufje your source is wrong or you r.iisunderistood your sourcei^ probably the former. 

All readers are the creatures of the writers of non-fiction. Few have tlie knowledge 
required to question v/hat is published. And bright as you are for your age, you also lack 
the experience usually required. So before I got to what I'm going to get to, I sug^-ost 
that as a general rule you ask tour self question, first if something is reasonable 
and then if it is possible. These are tivo simple tests that have wide applicability, 
particularly in the field of political assassinations, where most of the v/riting is nut 
stuff. By sincere, v/ell-intended people for the most part but nonetheless not merely wrong- 
really nutty. , _ 

You are wrong to say, and I'm not chocking your exact words, that Mongoose was a 
Kennedy family plot against Castro. They didn't even know about it until an incompetent 
V7iretapper and bu^jger provided by the’ SiBf CIA to coiifirm Sam Giancana's suspicion that 
his girl friend, idiyllis McGuire, of the ilcGuiro sisters, then a big act, was sleeping 
with Dan Martin, of Kowan and M.rtin, was caught. 1:^1 tliink of it and can locate it I'll 
enclose a copy of a CIA report that is explicit, oqjly six people in the s/orld, all high 
CIA Officials, had any knowlddge of it. Tiiia 13 to say, in effect, that your sourcex was 
wrong, it may or may not raise a question about your Judgement in depending* on that source. 

Of course I could not miss your reproduction of pages of Marrs' book. Using any of 
it is not good Judgement. For all his supposed experience he knows remarkably little of the 
established fact of the assassination and is often wrong ablout it. You cun g(jt the nut 
theories from him but otlier than tliat, only error * 

The supposedly mysterious deatlis ioc start with Penn Jones, who is as well-intended 
and serious us he is nutty. One name caught lay attention so I'll illustrate, not from wliat- 
ever Marrs says but from what Penn did. Whal(jy was the first car driver killed on what 
Penn called "active duty" in as I recall 37 yrars. meant wliile driving liis cab. 

Now if you'd read V/haley's testimony, or what I wrote based on tliat testimony, 
you'd know that rather than helping foster the official mythology V/haley was a/ disaster 
to it. Ho ever recognized tlii^ and apologized for it when he testified to the Commission. 

^0, unless you \7ould postulaifc revenge, the conspir^ctors had no motive for killing him, 
did they? Certainli/ not to shjff his mouth, the general allegations relating to those deaths. 



' Won, H 0 (/ lid Whaley get killed? Ho«/did the conepirators close his ^/o^th? 

correct lanes of a divided highway and an oct^^o^ian was 

using 

Tlio teat of reasomibleness. 

j-H w I'f >iiu:‘e Hank Kellum is thei'e, too. So, liow did he die and wliat terrible secrets 
did he take to Ins douth with him. Or could he have. T-errioxe secrets 

In the wee hours of the early morning ho went through the plate glass window of « 

IS It to la.U. <uid what ^d he know - or could lie liuve? V/^xat ho might liavo hLrd from the 

2l th liave heard anytliing at 

all tliat could have had any relevance? “ 

See wh^t I moan by saying the trusting rcjader is tlie creature of the writer? 

2^ ^sfe^ed to the Bay of figs and Jl'lC in it. I’he fact is that it was an Hisen- 
howsr admiiastratio^/ project on which VP Ifijcon v/^s the "action officer" for the V^hite 

fathers place in ialm &ach. liy recollection is tliat the briefing was inoomplote When 

with^tli'\h^^^°^)*2 proljoct, Dulles threatened him by asldnij liim wliat he d do 

with the thousand plus armed and trained revancliist Cubans in Guatemala. 

^ntsnH comments. 1 begin with what I 

intend to be ilj.ustrative* 

r faint heart. Iou/(eaclior will not be aMe to draw on wliat I can. If 

as i doubt you are questioned all you need be concerned a'o^t is the faitlif ulness with 
v/lucli you used wliat you drew upon. 

T ,1 ^ laade a copy of the Glk record so I won't forget it. I'm sorry some of the notes 

I iiiade are not cooplett-in the c^yin^* 

fnhn h2h liere ''here we'll go; 

!?■" Hiiigfish fiction. You used the paperback reprint so you'll>ive 

to get the todback. Have the paperback with you so you C:m see the clianges he made^en 

th2+2 ho earlier described as 

the tap i^ia lawyer. Jack V/assenaan, spent much of a year rummaging tlirough my files. The 

deceased Wasserman, who could not sue if he'd wanted to, being dead, was not a mafia dlw- 
yor. Jie was one of the best and most respected imiigration lawyers. <aid he and I nov^ 
laid eyea on each otlier. He wail never here and he never asked anytliing; of me. If he had 
wanted tliose records, all having been disclosed to me, all he had to do was ask the i’BI 
for copies at 100 a page and he'd have gotten the^. much easier and ohea;^er tlnm -,/oricing 
your way ttoougli about 40 fukL file cabinets, isn t it? In fact, he couiriiave gotten much 
more troia the iBx bee .use it liad disclosed more ofi ^'tocello. I vms not interested in i‘‘ar- 
cello ^r ae and did not have those other disclosed pages. So much for Davis' dependability 
or using him as a source - which you had no way of loiowing. I'm not criticising you. 

How for Davis as a Iverson. Tliero is but one person in tlxe world who was able to, 
in liis word, "rummage" tlirough my records - Jolin H, Davis, lie asked me for help and al- ■ 
though I disagj-ee 100/J with what knew ho was going to write, I told him ha was welcome 
to anytliiiiji at all but I was not pliysically able to do the searching for him. I offered to 
get a colxos'e students, he liked that idea, ;nd slie spent all her free time for sn en- 
tire someoter copying records for Bavis. I have no idea wliat she copied b^I do laiow that 
she siint liim both the originals and copies of my scanty correspondence with Waaaerman.And 
he would not take time to locate the duplicates and return them. (l iiltiated the slight 
Wasserman correspondence, not he, and he never liad the interest Davis bases his book on.) 

Is your source on the mafia burning the Wormany a solid one? I happened to be in 



t 

New York tliat day mid oaw it* ia*. I r.joall th^) roaulto oi' tlia- invo.-.tiQation, it was wliat 

had been Icno .n to ci.use sucli fir s in tlu. p)ast, carijless welcijLii^. 

Oil th'.; same pat^e, if tine uaiia was at all involved in the election in Jllinois, it 
was not tlu’ougli tlio Kennedy family* xlie oiiica^^o vote v;as delivered by the boss, ^\ayor 
l>alcy. UiKon did notliin^- about any irr<iG;u .arities there beo. -uso liis could not stand 

any investi^^ation of thc‘ down-state vote, i/liicii w ;nt heavily for “^’ixon. 

"a coi.ipceiiensivo . look at thv; v^onspriacy beliind tiie death o..‘ President..." Firt, 
be a bit nodost and don’t aay "coupreliensive.'‘ -ou can't do tliat, be co: ^)reliensive. 
tuid do you v/ant to say ^dujath"? lie dirln't jurjt die. //c- \/as assassinated, idLlled, murd-^red, 
jtc, mid the subtitle, "Judicial procedure." i’liore was noxie until tli-; d.iby trial so is 

txiis til-; ri^dit v/ay to put itV dmt the Ooi.a.iisiiion did and w'lat tli(j PJl did was not in any 

way judicial. 

/ 

lUirrs* list of death/is {grossly inaccurate, a.lrrxost aiwayo itroleVcint, stupid, silly 
and youiii; as you are IV. surprised you did not question at lea^it relef.aice in most cases. 

I tiiinic tliat this was not iion^^oose, \/liicli cane later. I don't know of miy rtJal 
proof tliat tli!i iCennedys or dered or ap.. 'roved Castro's assassination. 



For your a^e and for the limited araount of time you've liad to ^ain various exper- 
i nces you've done very well. vOiat it is not easy to be aware of v/hen we are young ^d 
full or energy and ideas and our Liinds are gi’owing ana expanding is how much Wti don t and 
can't kno\/, don't or cmi't tliink of. idiere is an enormous amount you know no tiling at all 
about and liave no way of Icnowin^^ about. 

I do tliinlc tliat you are bright enough for tliis t/ be a valuable le .rning experience 
for you, a multi-fac^ed oik 3 . If it is, by the tim.. :-'ou ^^t to my age you \/ill have btinefjfcted 
fro:.; it often and much, h'hat I am saying is that if you now road what ybu have written and 
r.'iake your oiai critical analysis you will learn much froi.i it. xhe Jones/liarr list, for ex- 
ai^ple. I've not marked all X could have in it, but go over it again and ask yourself how 
could those people have liad any real relevance, how could most of those deaths, even if 
the peoplii had been relevtint, be attributed to any conspirator.., any foul play of any kind. 
If you emi learn to be your own devil's advocate at your a{?e, particularly if you intend 
to ’..rite or as I recall produce docuraentaries, your ./ork will bti x;ver so much better and 
substantial and, what is very important, accurate. 



I do think you reflect enorraous potential. 1 memi tliis. I am not saying it to make 
you feel g^ood. Jut those of us wlio write in a representative society, Where the people at 
least in tlieory govern thui.ieolves by milking thcdr wishes laiown, must talai tlie truth to the 
people. I am talliing about responsibility. '.Writers assume tospousibility and they must be 
responsible. '^thor.;iso they are Javises, *Jonses and Iiarrs iuid mislead and deceive the js^ 
people and in tliis natter, exculpate those who did ivrong. Tlie assassination of a president, 
Shane, liiis the effect of a coup d'etat, mid tliat, to m(3 at leiist, is tlu3 greatest ..ub— ^ 
version in society lilco ours. Your paper does not take the* truth to the people. Jut tor 
tliis, at your age mid experiences in life, tliis is not a liajor criticism. Yo^ir^judgoment 
comp<.r-.js favorably with tliat of your sources and \aiuai the age mid experience xeM diiierencos 
are considered, you are better tlian they. 

But try to learn from tliis, incluoiiu; not ouly^g-he tests I've suggested. Relevance, 
too. If you can detach yourself mid give your work critical ^inalysis, you will lii,ve learned 
and grown much from tliis effort, mid all youi’ work henceforth \/ill bo better for it. 



PLease excuse the haste with ..liich I've don.j tliis. If idien you liave finished you'll 
return the copy of your paper I've marked it cmi in t]i(3 future be of help to others, all ^ 
my worl: mid records i/ill be i; free piblic arcliive at a fine, snuili local bollege, ik)od, ana 
it tii:^ \/ould b'i “here for students in "he future. 

I do congratulate you becaa.e for your age mid exjxiriiince in life you have done well. 



Jince3.’(3ly iiarol 



\ieisberg 




